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472 MainStreet
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September22, 2008

Mr. Derrick Golden
WasteManagementDivision
U.S. EnvironmentalProtectionAgency
Region 1
1 CongressStreet,Suite1100
Boston~,MA 02114-2023

Subject: Commentson Monitoring ProgramReport,2007
W.R. GraceSuperfundSite,Acton, Massachusetts
Reportpreparedby GeoTrans
Dated:July31,2008

DearDerrick:

Thankyou for your email responseof September17, 2008 to the Town’s commentsregardingthe
2007Monitoring ProgramReport. This letteris written to alleviateanymisunderstandings
regardingsomeofthe specificconcernsin the Town’s previouscomments.

The Boardof Selectmenappreciateyour clarification that in 2006anotificationwasmade
regardingthe presenceof 1,4 Dioxanein monitoringwells ELF, LF-06C, LF-06N, LF-19SBR,
MLF, WLF, MW-06B, MW-06D, MW-07B andMW-07D. At thattime, within four monthsofthe
sample date, it wasdeterminedappropriateto notify not onlythe ActonWaterDistrictbut alsothe
Town andACES oftheseresults.As noted in your letterat the time someofthesewells were in an
areawherepotential extractionwells would be placed. Noneofthesemonitoringwells wereon
Water District propertyor adjacentto one of their production wells.

As noted in the Town’s currentcommentletterawarenessof 1,4 Dioxanein AR-30D, adjacentto
the Christoffersonwell, didnot comeuntil themonitoring report of 2007was receivedin Augustof
2008.In this caseEPA did not sendout anotificationletter aswasdone in 2006despite apotential
concern thatatrendofincreasinglevelsof 1,4 Dioxanein greaterproximity to the Town’s drinking
water supply could be interpreted.

The intent ofthe Town’s commentwasnot to raiseaconcernthat 1,4Dioxanewaswithin the
Northeastplumebut thatanotificationprocessthat wasevident in 2006 wasno longer evident in
2008.As was statedin the commentsit is reasonablefor the Town, Acton Water District and
ACES to expectthe sametypeof notificationnow aswasreceivedin 2006.

The Town believesthatatimely notice of acontaminantthatcould be of concernto the AWD is
essential,regardlessof whetherthatdetectionis from an annualmonitoringroundor someother
sampling event. In thiscasethe detection of 4.4ug/Lof 1,4-dioxaneat a monitoring well adjacent
to a drinkingwater supply well warranted quicker noticeto the all ofthe Acton stakeholders.
Previousdetectionswereboth lower andfurtheraway from the public water supply wells.
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The Town appreciatesEPA’s requirement that WR Gracetest for 1,4-Dioxanein appropriate
monitoring wells at theWR GraceSuperfundSite. In addition, the Town appreciatesthat whenthe
contaminant wasfound in the NortheastArea and elsewhereonthe sitein 2006,the Acton Water
District, the Town and ACES werenotified within four months ofthe sampleshaving been
taken. In contrast, approximately 10 monthselapsedsincethe2007 samplinground for the Acton
stakeholdersto learn that 1,4-dioxanehad beendetectedat amonitoring well adjacentto a public
water supply well, at alevelhigher than the MA DEP drinking water guidelineof 3.0ug/L.

As was stated in the Town’s previous commentletter it is requestedthat notification be timely and
beto all stakeholders.

Thankyou for your considerationoftheseadditional commentsregarding the 2007Monitoring
Program Report.

Sincerely,

Lauren Rosenzweig
Chairman
Acton Board of Selectmen

Cc: Mary Michelinan,ACES
JenniferMcWeeney,DEP
Chris Allen, AWD
StephenAnderson, Anderson & Kreiger
Jane Ceraso,AV/D
Doug Halley, Acton Health Director
SteveLedoux, Acton Town Manager
JimOkun, OT&O
Brent Reagor,ConcordHealth Director
Sarah White, USEPA


